Press Release

New Study Calls for Cooperation among Arab Countries to ‘Leave Noone Behind’ in Sustainable Development
‘SDG Index’ by the Emirates Diplomatic Academy and the UN Sustainable
Development Solutions Network reveals significant differences in sustainable
development outcomes in the Arab Region
18 November 2019 – Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates: The Emirates Diplomatic Academy (EDA)
and the UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) today launched the first ‘Arab
Region SDG Index and Dashboards Report’ during a high-level event in Abu Dhabi. Despite
progress in many areas, the study highlights major challenges faced by many Arab countries in
achieving the 17 globally-agreed goals for sustainable development by 2030.
The Annual Seminar on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the Arab Region, organised
by EDA, brought together more than 200 sustainable development knowledge stakeholders, and
included a presentation on the findings of the report as well as a high-level panel discussion on
‘Harnessing Knowledge for the SDGs.’
His Excellency Bernardino León, Director General of EDA, said: “We are pleased to partner with
SDSN, as well as stakeholders at home and abroad, in delivering policy-oriented and actionable
research for the region. The Arab Region SDG Index and Dashboards Report is our first step on
this road, and we hope it will help promote debate and action on sustainable development across
the Arab countries.”
He announced that in line with its mission to help promote Arab leadership in the global effort
to achieve the SDGs, the SDG Centre of Excellence for the Arab Region (SDGCAR) at the EDA will
provide Arabic translation support for seven massive open online courses (MOOCs), produced by
the SDSN’s SDG Academy.
His Excellency added: “With e-learning opening up new possibilities for education and training
on the SDGs, we place great emphasis on supporting regional access to this resource developed
by SDSN and its partners – both through translating existing courses and through creating new
content that is region-specific and furthers the understanding of the role of diplomacy in
sustainable development.”
The Arab Region SDG Index and Dashboards Report is intended to serve as a tool for governments
and other stakeholders to measure progress on the SDGs and identify gaps in both

implementation and data. The 2019 Arab Region SDG Index is the first in its kind and is also
intended as a conversation-opener about priority areas, policies and actions.
Director of SDSN, Professor Jeffrey Sachs noted: “I am delighted and encouraged to see the 2019
SDG Index and Dashboards Report for the Arab Region. The region faces many significant
challenges, with some countries caught in extreme poverty and conflict, and most facing the
difficult challenges of water stress and air pollution. With the world’s largest reserves of oil and
gas, the region also needs to deal with the massive challenge of the global transition to renewable
energy. This report, and the SDGs, provide important tools for the Arab Region to forge societies
of shared prosperity and environmental sustainability.”
The Index, which has been jointly developed by experts of SDGCAR of the EDA and the SDSN
Secretariat, comprises 105 indicators, each of which has an assigned score (0–100) and a traffic
light colour (green, yellow, orange, or red), to indicate performance. In addition, arrows indicate
trends in progress towards achieving the goals.
The 2019 report finds that the Arab region displays a wide range of sustainable development
outcomes, reflecting these countries’ significant differences in performance on many socioeconomic indicators. Among the most pressing challenges for all countries in the region are
sustainable food production systems and gender equality.
Based on the report, in 2019, five countries emerge as regional leaders, with a total Index score
of 65 or above. In descending order, these countries are Algeria, the UAE, Morocco, Tunisia and
Jordan. Several countries are on track to achieving goals related to clean water and sanitation, as
well as climate action, and there are moderate increases in performance across several SDGs.
Meanwhile, Arab countries suffering from poverty and conflict, in turn, remain far from achieving
the SDGs, the report finds. These countries will require tremendous efforts, both domestically
and by their regional and international partners, to ensure they are not left behind.
In the report, Arab countries receive an average Index score of 58 out of 100. With only a decade
left to achieve the 2030 Agenda and its SDGs, the region needs to accelerate efforts in all areas
of sustainable development. This includes data necessary to measure performance, particularly
relating to income and wealth distribution.
To download the full report, data and view the interactive dashboard, please visit
https://sdgindex.org/reports/2019-arab-region-sdg-index-and-dashboards-report/
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About:
Emirates Diplomatic Academy (EDA): Established in Abu Dhabi in 2014, Emirates Diplomatic
Academy (EDA) is the UAE’s leading international relations and diplomatic training institution. As
a platform that combines the best of academia, research and practice, the academy equips the
country’s current and future diplomats with the knowledge and multi-disciplinary skills to
effectively serve their nation. As part of its core mandate, EDA integrates sustainable
development and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) into multiple areas of its work and
activities. The academy also runs a research programme on ‘Energy, Climate Change and
Sustainable Development’ that conducts and publishes research, and organises training
workshops and roundtables dedicated to SDG-relevant issues.
The SDG Centre of Excellence for the Arab Region (SDGCAR), hosted at the EDA, seeks to establish
itself as a convening point for SDG knowledge-related activities across the Arab world. SDGCAR
will pursue and promote educational, training, research and policy advisory activities. It will also
support Arab leadership in the global effort to achieve the SDGs. The SDGCAR links to a global
network of regional SDG centres of excellence already launched in Rwanda (Africa), China,
Malaysia (Association of Southeast Asian Nations – ASEAN) and Colombia (Latin America and the
Caribbean). The centre aspires to build strong ties with a variety of stakeholders in the Arab
region, including SDSN member universities and other knowledge partners, governments, civil
society and businesses.
Sustainable Development Solutions Network: The Sustainable Development Solutions Network
(SDSN) mobilises global scientific and technological expertise to promote practical solutions for
sustainable development, including the implementation of the SDGs and the Paris Agreement on
climate change. The SDSN works closely with United Nations agencies, multilateral financing
institutions, the private sector and civil society to support integrated approaches through
education, research, policy analysis and global cooperation.
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